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„Rear View Mirror“

„Nabaklab“ club

Oct 28 – Nov 28. 2011

The main theme of the show is childhood and the past – this strange substance which too often gets in the way.
On one hand, my childhood was very happy; I was farmer‘s a child at the prosperous collective farm, on the other hand,  looking in the rear view mirror, it is clearly visible that we were part  of the distorted order, against which in our collective farm no one protested.
On contrary,  even now with some despondency locals remember good old times when the order and abundancy took place, when the water lilies grew at the pond by the village council and the fountain functioned…  I can’t get rid of the question; are all of the then collective farmers preserved by the innocence of not knowing ( even today, including me), or it’s like Gunter Grass writes in his autobiographical novel „Peeling The Onion“ --  not knowing  doesn’t set free nor protects.  

I remember I liked the rustling of the red pioneers  scarf when everyone stood on the line for review and  was slightly freezing.  The scarf seemed to be so beautiful. Are such memories  from today’s viewpoint simply stupid,  shameful or just funny?

Is it something more than just dust and ashes – as in the case of any past, not only Soviet one? Somewhere in the future  my daughter will ask about my childhood.  Already today I feel confused – how to describe it exhaustively and fully?  Maybe in incomprehension she will ask something simililar to this tragicomic question that youth ask concerning grandmas Gulag stories – „why didn’t they hire good lawyers?“
In „Rear View Mirror“ classic oil on canvas painting is mixed with various objects – bones, hair, pocelain balls, straws and iron grater. Ashes are added to the paint for richer texture.
Opening ceremony on October 28th, (friday), 6 p.m.
